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Latin / common names: Acropora palmata / elkhorn coral.

Preferences: grows in the shallow waters of the Caribbean, usually less 
than 20 m deep, needs plenty of sunlight for the symbiotic algae living in 
its tissue.

Main characteristic: Colonial animals that build complex branching 
skeletons made of calcium carbonate. All corals have stinging cells, like 
jellyfish.

Dislikes: High nutrient levels, increasing acidity and temperatures in the 
seawater around them.

Acropora
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Latin / common names: Cladocora caespitosa, also known as the Medi-
terranean pillow coral.

Preferences: grows generally in shallow, well-lit waters but it can also 
thrive in deeper and turbid waters. 

Main characteristic: hemispherical colonies that form coral beds and 
small reefs.

Dislikes: Warming waters and coastal urbanisation in some areas. 

Cladocora
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Latin / common names: Diploria labyrinthiformis, also known as the 
grooved brain coral.

Preferences: Inhabit seaward slope of reefs in the Caribbean, down to 
40 m depth.

Main characteristic: Colonial animals that build hemispherical skeletons 
of calcium carbonate. 

Dislikes: High nutrient levels, increasing acidity and temperatures in the 
seawater around them.

Diploria
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Latin / common names: Laminaria digitata / kelp or oarweed.

Preferences: grows in cold, nutrient-rich waters over rocky substrates 
in Northern Europe.

Main characteristic: its shape resembles the fingers of a hand which gi-
ves it its latin name. It can cover great extensions of intertidal and subti-
dal areas, forming dense kelp forests.

Dislikes: Warm temperatures! 

Laminaria
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Latin / common names: Spartina anglica / common cord grass.

Preferences: grows in the lower intertidal zone of many coastal areas 
under temperate climates such as Northern Europe.

Main characteristic: vigorous perennial grass with tall stems (up to 
1.3m) and broad, stiff, hairless leaves.

Dislikes: Being squeezed between sea-level rise and coastal development.

Spartina
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Latin / common names: Posidonia oceanica / Mediterranean tapeweed 
(Mediterranean Sea); Thalassia testudinum / turtle grass (Caribbean Sea and 
Gulf of Mexico); Zostera / eelgrass (widespread in the Northern Hemisphere, 
Australia, New Zealand, Southeast Asia and southern Africa)

Preferences: thrives in clear, shallow waters, typically over sandy or 
muddy substrates. 

Main characteristic: flowering plants adapted to live in marine envi-
ronments from the tropics to sub-polar areas.

Dislikes: Anchoring, coastal development, pollution, and warming waters. 

Seagrassa - representing the Seagrass 
family (Thalassia - Posidonia - Zostera)
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Latin / common names: Rhizophora mangle / red mangrove tree.

Preferences: grows at the fringe of the mangrove forest in the Carib-
bean. Enjoys muddy, sheltered habitats. 

Main characteristic: stilt-like roots

Dislikes: Hurricanes! 

Rhizophora
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Latin / common names: Lithothamnion corallioides / one of the mul-
tiple red calcareous algae that form Mediterranean rhodolith beds.

Preferences: lives at low light, extends down to 100 m deep on the Me-
diterranean continental shelves. 

Main characteristic: slow growing organisms that form rounded or 
branched free-living forms that are made of calcium carbonate structures.

Dislikes: Acidification and trawl fishing. 

Rhodolitha

11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22





24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32









This project has received funding from the European Union’s 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant 
agreement n°869710

www.macobios.eu


